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Introduction 

Maintaining a WordPress site in good condition is crucial to guarantee its security and performance. This guide 

will provide you with the necessary steps to ensure effective maintenance of your site.  

 

Warning : The advice given in this guide is indicative and requires a certain skill before using the tools 

offered, it is therefore advisable to follow them whilst ensuring that you have the appropriate knowledge to get 

the most out of them, as use not controlled carries risks. 

Why maintenance is essential 

Regular maintenance helps prevent problems before they occur. By ensuring frequent updates and regular 

backups, you protect your site against security breaches and ensure its proper functioning. 

Basic Principles of Maintenance 

Security and backup 

Make sure your site is protected against potential threats and that all important data is backed up regularly. 

Performance and optimization 

Optimize your site to run smoothly and quickly, providing a better user experience. 

Preparing for Maintenance 

Initial site audit 

Perform a comprehensive audit of your site to identify areas for improvement. Use a plugin like WP Health 

Check to scan your site and get a detailed report on issues that need fixing. 

Configuring monitoring tools 

Implement tools like Jetpack or Google Analytics and Google Search Console to monitor your site activity, 

detect anomalies and receive alerts if problems arise. 

Daily Maintenance Tasks 

Monitoring site availability 

Use tools like Supermonitoring to constantly check that your site is online and accessible. Receive alerts for 

downtime. 

Concrete example: Configure an Uptime plugin to check your site every 5 minutes and send you an email if the 

site becomes inaccessible. 

Analysis of error logs 

Check error logs regularly through your hosting control panel or by using a plugin like WP Activity Log to 

quickly detect and fix technical issues. 

Concrete example: Identify a recurring PHP error in the log and update the affected script to avoid future 

outages. 

https://wordpress.org/plugins/health-check/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/health-check/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/health-check/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/health-check/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/jetpack/
https://analytics.google.com/
https://search.google.com/search-console/about
https://search.google.com/search-console/about
https://search.google.com/search-console/about
https://wordpress.org/plugins/website-monitoring/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-security-audit-log/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-security-audit-log/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-security-audit-log/


 

 

Suspicious Activity Monitoring 

Use security plugins to monitor unauthorized login attempts and other suspicious activities. Set up alerts to be 

informed immediately if abnormal behavior occurs. 

Concrete example: Receive an alert from the plugin for a multiple connection attempt from an unknown IP 

address and block this IP. 

Weekly Maintenance Tasks 

Updating plugins and theme 

Use a plugin like Easy Updates Manager to automate updates of the extensions and themes used. This ensures 

that your site has the latest features and security patches. 

Concrete example: Schedule automatic updates every Sunday evening to minimize the impact on visitors. 

Checking Broken Links 

Use Broken Link Checker to detect and fix broken links on your site, improving user experience and SEO. 

Concrete example: Scan your site every week and fix or redirect any broken links identified. 

Database cleanup 

Use WP- Optimize to remove unnecessary data and optimize your database, which improves site performance. 

Case in point: Run a weekly cleanup to remove article revisions and other unnecessary transient data. 

 

Monthly Maintenance Tasks 

In-depth security audit 

Use security tools to perform detailed security checks and identify potential vulnerabilities. 

Concrete example: Perform a full security scan of your plugin and fix any problems detected, such as infected 

files. 

Optimizing site performance 

Use GTmetrix or Google PageSpeed Insights to analyze your site speed and implement measures to make it 

faster and more efficient. 

Concrete example: Identify unoptimized images and compress them to improve loading times. 

Content quality analysis 

Review the content on your site to ensure it is still relevant, up-to-date and of high quality. Use an SEO plugin 

to check the optimization of your content. 

Case in point: Update a popular blog post with recent information and current keywords to improve its SEO 

ranking. 

https://wordpress.org/plugins/search/security/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/search/security/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/stops-core-theme-and-plugin-updates/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/stops-core-theme-and-plugin-updates/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/broken-link-checker/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-optimize/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/wp-optimize/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/search/security/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/search/security/
https://gtmetrix.com/
https://pagespeed.web.dev/
https://pagespeed.web.dev/
https://pagespeed.web.dev/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/search/plugin+SEO/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/search/plugin+SEO/
https://wordpress.org/plugins/search/plugin+SEO/


 

 

Quarterly Maintenance Tasks 

Review and remove unused plugins and themes 

Remove plugins and themes that are no longer in use to reduce security risks. Disable and uninstall unnecessary 

plugins. 

Case in point: Deactivate and remove plugins that haven't been used in the last three months. 

Testing restore backups 

Verify that your backups are working properly by performing test restores with a tool like UpdraftPlus . 

Real world example: Restore a test backup to a development site to ensure all data is intact and the process is 

running smoothly. 

Checking compliance with SEO standards 

Make sure your site complies with the latest SEO practices and standards to improve its online visibility. Use 

SEMRush or Ahrefs websites to analyze and improve your SEO. 

Case in point: Conduct a quarterly SEO audit and fix errors like missing meta tags or duplicate descriptions. 

Annual Maintenance Tasks 

Complete site security review 

Perform a comprehensive security review of your site, including penetration testing and security policy updates. 

Use services like IsItWP for a professional penetration test. 

Case in point: Hire a security company to conduct an annual penetration test and implement security 

recommendations. 

Updated Privacy Policies and Terms of Use 

Review and update your policies to comply with the latest regulations, such as GDPR. 

Case in point: Review and update privacy policies to include new data protection laws. 

Analyzing trends and planning future improvements 

Study current trends and plan future updates and improvements to your site. Use Google Analytics and Google 

Search Console to analyze user behavior and identify opportunities for improvement. 

Case in point: Analyze traffic data to identify a drop in user engagement on a specific page and plan a redesign 

of that page. 
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Best Practices and Tips 

Tips for Automating Maintenance Tasks 

Use plugins like ManageWP to automate common maintenance tasks, such as updates and backups. 

Real world example: Configure ManageWP to perform automatic updates and monthly backups. 

Strategies to improve security and performance 

• Security : Use two-factor authentication (2FA) to increase login security. 

• Performance : Implement caching with W3 Total Cache or WP Rocket to speed up load time. 
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Appendices 

Glossary of Technical Terms 

Cache : Temporary storage space that accelerates access to frequently consulted data. In WordPress, the 

cache can be managed by plugins to improve site performance.  

 

CDN (Content Delivery Network) : Network of geographically distributed servers that allows the content 

of a website to be distributed more quickly to users based on their location.  

 

SSL (Secure Sockets Layer) : Security protocol that establishes an encrypted connection between a web 

server and a browser. It is essential for securing online transactions and protecting sensitive information.  

 

Plugin : Extension that adds additional functionality to a WordPress site. Plugins can be free or paid.  

 

Theme : Design template that determines the appearance and design of a WordPress site. Themes can also 

include specific features.  

 

SEO ( Search Engine Optimization ) : Set of techniques used to improve the visibility and ranking of a 

website on search engines.  

 

Uptime : Time during which a website is accessible and operational. Uptime monitoring allows failures to 

be detected and corrected quickly.  

 

Backup : Backup of website data to prevent loss of information in the event of a technical problem or cyber 

attack.  

 

Malware : Malicious software designed to damage, disrupt or steal information from a computer system.  

 

2FA ( Two -Factor Authentication ) : A security method that requires two forms of verification to access 

an account, increasing protection against unauthorized access. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Maintenance checklist 

Daily tasks 

1. Monitoring site availability 
o Use tools like UptimeRobot to verify that the site is live. 

2. Analysis of error logs 
o Review error logs via the control panel or plugins like WP Log Viewer. 

3. Suspicious Activity Monitoring 
o Use plugins like Wordfence to detect unauthorized login attempts. 

Weekly Tasks 

1. Updating plugins and theme 
o Use plugins like Easy Updates Manager to automate updates. 

2. Checking Broken Links 
o Use Broken Link Checker to detect and fix broken links. 

3. Database cleanup 
o Use WP- Optimize to remove unnecessary data and optimize the database. 

Monthly Tasks 

1. In-depth security audit 
o Carry out a security audit with specialized tools. 

2. Optimizing site performance 
o Check and optimize site performance using caching plugins and speed testing tools. 

3. Content quality analysis 
o Check content quality and update articles to improve SEO. 

Quarterly Tasks 

1. Review and remove unused plugins and themes 
o Disable and remove unused plugins and themes. 

2. Testing restore backups 
o Perform test restores to verify the integrity of backups. 

3. Checking compliance with SEO standards 
o Carry out an SEO audit and correct any errors detected. 

Annual Tasks 

1. Complete site security review 
o Perform penetration tests and update security policies. 

2. Updated Privacy Policies and Terms of Use 
o Revisiting and updating policies to comply with the latest regulations. 

3. Analyzing trends and planning future improvements 
o Review site trends and plan improvements for the coming year. 

These maintenance tasks are essential to ensure the proper functioning, security and optimization of your 

WordPress site 

 

 



 

 

Troubleshooting Guide to Common Problems Encountered on WordPress Websites 

1. 404 Errors (Page Not Found) 

Problem: When a visitor navigates to a specific page on your site, they receive a "404 - Page not found" error 

message. 

Solution : 

• Check if the page actually exists in WordPress. 
• Make sure the URL is correct and matches the defined permalink structure. 
• Adjust the permalinks: go to "Settings" -> "Permanent links" and click "Save changes" to update the structure. 
• If you've recently changed your site structure, update internal links and make sure proper redirects are in place. 

2. Administration Login Problems 

Problem: Unable to log in to the WordPress admin interface. 

Solution : 

• Check your username and password to make sure they are correct. 
• Reset your password using the “Forgotten Password” feature. 
• Make sure your browser doesn't have caching issues by trying to log in in an incognito window. 
• Disable recently installed plugins that might interfere with the connection. 

3. Performance issues due to slow server 

Problem: Pages load slowly and the site responds intermittently. 

Solution : 

• Check server speed using tools like Google PageSpeed Insights or GTmetrix . 
• Optimize images to reduce their size without compromising quality. 
• Use a caching plugin like WP Super Cache or W3 Total Cache to improve loading speed. 
• Consider upgrading to a better hosting plan or dedicated server if the problem persists. 

4. Issues with theme and plugin updates 

Problem: Errors occur after updating a theme or plugin. 

Solution : 

• Make sure the theme or plugin is compatible with the version of WordPress you are using. 
• Take a full backup of the site before updating anything. 
• Temporarily disable plugins one by one to identify which one is causing the problem. 
• Contact theme or plugin support for further assistance if needed. 

 

5. Security Issues and Hacking 

Problem: The site has been compromised or you suspect malicious activity. 

Solution : 



 

 

• Change all passwords immediately (WordPress, FTP, database, etc.). 
• Use a security plugin like Wordfence or Sucuri to scan and clean the site. 
• Update WordPress, themes and plugins to their latest secure versions. 
• Revert to a clean version from your recent backup if necessary. 

6. Problems with the WordPress Dashboard 

Problem: The WordPress dashboard is not displayed correctly or some features are not working as expected. 

Solution : 

• Clear your browser cache or try with a different browser. 
• Temporarily disable all plugins to see if any of them are responsible for the problem. 
• Check the PHP error log for errors to identify code problems. 
• Reinstall WordPress manually by downloading the core files from WordPress.org if the problem persists. 

By following these solutions, you should be able to resolve most common problems encountered on a 

WordPress website. For more complex or specific issues, consider contacting us, we will be happy to respond 

to you free of charge by email: contact@wpmayya.com 

 

This guide is created to help you maintain your Wordpress site.  

Be sure of what you are doing! 

Contact us if you need more detailed information 
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